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U, SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPLARANCE

Forvy cof the original lcuses of the Vossuth Colony still stard Tirin,
three strecto, Mack Avepue, Notre Dowme Avenuc and Laltimore Street in

mixed werhirgclazs ond irdustrial poekeu in Northeast Layton. Thirty of ithe

remaining residences are twe story vernacular muliiple dwellings raving {our
bay facades wilh twe entries off either a sinsular porch or Lwo small entrornce
porches, £11 the buildings cre constructed of frame or have been altered with
asbestos siding. The remoining ten buildinegs which line the eastern border

o’ Baltimore Slreet cre cne story multiple unit residences identicul to the
two story houses.

The residences are quite similar to their original zppeararnce. Cone are
the original white picket rences that surrcunded each Louse. Small garagses
have been added te the rear of rany of the hecusec. The dirt strects crigpinal
te the Kossuth Colceny have beer replaced by paved strects and cidewalks.
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As director ard proprietor of this enterprise, Mceskowitz extended certain
concditions to the workers who, responding to his advertisements in FHurgariarn
newapoLpers on the East Caast, soon filled tle colony. Peridents tad to ve
employed at the Baiwey and Srmith Car works., Less of a Job there ccually meant
eviction from the cclony. Brass script meney was issued arnd all purchases hed
to be made at Heskowilz's store unless the workers reqQuired scue article he
d1d not s=tock.

Prices were high and many tried te evade this rule bubl wher enterirg the
sate were frequently caught by the watchmen who scrutinized all parcels. In
some instances werhers accused of smugiling were evicted from the coleny ard
also lost their Jobs ct the car works. This requircment to purcrnase at the
store using script mcriey remained in force until 1915 when after the Layton
flood rost of the fence detericrated and was never replaced. Inhalitants tnen
care and wert freely and purchased where they pleased,

Fach day the assenlled workers walked the mile from the coleony tc the car
works. Their warges were equivalent to the neticonal averape for unstilled labor
about $10.00 for a rifty-five hour work weclk. Fayvrenl ¢U wapes was hevaled by
the leébor broker, Moskowitz. On Saturdey evenings be would call 211 the wen
out into the street in front of the Clubhouse. Using a list of names, ke would

Amounts for rent and varicus purchases would be deducted and the man was
handed the balance, usually only a few dollars.

In spite of these stringent conditions life in the colony flourished.
Families were cleose init, frupsl and contlrued tc cbgserve thelr native
customs and prepare their traditiconal feoods., The entire community participated
in the lavish and ritusxlistic Christmas, Baster and wedding celebrations,
Churcl services for the predominantly Roman Catholic inhabitants were nelc
in ¢ne of the hcouses which had been set aczide by Moskowitz for this pupo

Lanpruage barriers were gradually broken down as the children attended
school, either 2llen School, then lccated at Troy and Leo Streets cor Our
Lady of the Rosary School. Some adults attended classes in English sponsored
by the Dayten YMCA at a local prammar school.

Poutine life in the Kossuth Colony was changed bty an evert which her-
rified all Daytoun. The catastrophic tlcod of 1013 cauzed considerable loss cof
life and property. Althoush the coleny was not itself flooded, life there
was never the same agein. Dramatically, boards from the [fence which surrcunced
the colony were torn out lor use as rafts in rescue work. The Barney and Zoith
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Car Works was irundated with owrteen feet of water whilch causzed millions of
dollars werth of damage. Porced into recelvershitp, e company nevir re-
covered and the Kossuth Celony workers wraduzlly found other employment.

By 1921 the Borney and Sniith Car Works was sold ol public cuction.
Jaceb Moskowitz sold his properties and left the celeny. Some of the irhabitonte
purchased their Lowes. Others left the city or were asciwilated Irto other
secticns of the Layton area. The kcessuth Colony wos indecd a uniqgue chapter
in the history of Layton.
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Feports

Baltimcre ard Opioc Failrood, Industrial Survey of DPoyton and ffn*;um(v) County

A report prepared Ly the anfilc UeijllfuL of e Eoitimore ond Dhio Pallroucd.
(1918: Baltimore and Crio Railroad, Baltimore, larylond).

Unpublished Materials

Deem, Varren H,, "The Barney and Smith Company: LA Study of Business, Crouth and
Decline

A paper prepared for a class in American Econcwic Hictory ot Horvard lniversity
April 20, 1253, Payton Public Library, Dayton, Ohio

Public Tocuments

u.S. DPDar't.ment of Justice, OL‘P Immlyr‘ahon A r'_jff“/\CCOLT”‘t OF__IVIM} "I-‘_11jrr\ Lo tl_ﬁ_.
United _‘:tateq M-85
(79¢2: U.7. Sovernmenl. Printing O0ffice, Washington, D.C.)}.

Interviews

Trterview with Mrs. Frark Dely, 1617 Mack Avenus, Duaytlor, GFio 45404 3777

Mrs, Dely moved to the Kossuth Cclony in 19CY9 [{rom Westcrn lerrsylvanis et
the age of eight. She hes lived in the coleny all her life with the erception of
two years, 1911-1913.

Interview with: Fre. Frvine Moore, £127 Bushwick Drive, Dayton, Ohic 45429 4/7Y
Mis, Moore is a pranddsughter of Jucob Moskowity, She lived with Jacct
Moshkowlitz during the last twenty years of his life.

Interview with Mrs., Virgiria Zapoleon, Fedondo Beach, Californi:

a. L7
Mrs. Zapoleon is the only surviving child of Jacclb Voskowitz.
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property lines of the houses on the western portion of Notra Dawme Avenue
(517-519, 521-523, 525-527, 529-531, 533-535 and L37-539 lotre Dume Avenue).
Then truning eastward continuing along the northern property line of L57-
539 Notre Dame Avenue across through the northern property line of 540

Notre Dame Avenuc, through the northeru property line of 541 Paltimore
Strect and through tne northern property line of 538-540 baltimore OCtreet,
I'recede southward along the eastern property lines of the houses Lo the east
side of baltimore Street (538-540, 534-536, 530, 526-528, 522-524, 5i3,
514-516, 510-512, 506-508, 5u2-504 Baltimore Street) to the last property
line on Baltimore Street (502-504) north of Mack Avenue. Then turning
westward continuing along the southern property lines of the houses on the
northern side of Mack Avenue to the northwest curb line of Mack and

Notre Damce Avenues. Then continue south along the west side of Notre Dame
Avenue to the rear property lines of the Mack Avenue homes (1624-1626,
1620-1622, 1616=-1618, 1612-1614, 1608-1010). Precede west to the western
edge of the 1600 Mack Avenue property line which is the point of bepginning.

(7
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January 14, 1930

Of{ice of the Mayor s
City of Dayton

City Hall

Dayton, Ohio 45402

Dear Sir:

I am pleased to inform you that the Kossuth Colony listoric District,
Payton, has been cntered in the National Register of Historic Places
by the leritage Conservation and Recreation Service, United States
Department of the Interior.

The nomination was made in conmnection with a state plan to identify
and document preliistoric and historic places in Ohio that qualify for
National Reglster status under provisions of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966. All nominations are approved by the Ohio
Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board.

Fnclosed is information explaining the purposes and goals of thc National
Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

Dovxr.ub A i lg/&‘”‘@<

David L. Brook
State lHistoric Prescrvation Q0fficer

DLB:cw

X. ¢: Davton City Planning Commission
l/Iforen Gannon, RPO



